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VIA EMAIL AND U.S. MAIL - Kirsten.larsen@co.chelan.wa.us

Chelan County Planning Commission
c/o Mr. Kirsten Larsen

316 Washington Street, Suite 301
Wenatehee, WA 98801

Re: Proposed Short-Term Rental Code Amendments

Dear Planning Commission:

As you know, I represent the Short-Term Rental Alliance of Chelan County ("STRACC"). At the July
24, 2019 Planning Commission meeting, 1 explained we had submitted a public records request to the
Chelan County Sheriffs Office for copies of all records regarding short-term rentals in Chelan County
within the last two years. I noted that we received an initial response from the Sheriff s Office on July
15, 2019, that confirmed they had completed a key word search through their incident database with the
terms, "vacation rental(s)", "AirBNB", or "VRBO", and that no records were located. Since that
meeting, we received a clarifying response from the Sheriff s Office indicating that they had located 32
records with the key word, "vacation rental." A copy of that email is enclosed for your reference.

Additionally, enclosed for your reference are copies of the 26 records we received from the Sheriffs
Office referencing the key word, "vacation rental" The email from the Sheriff s Office indicated there
were 32 records, but only 26 were produced to us. The Sheriffs Office is also searching all records with
the key word, "rental", though obviously that will include a significant number of incidents involving
other types of rentals (such as long-term residential rentals, commercial/business rentals, and equipment,
vehicle, and other personal property rentals).

With somewhere between 1,500-1,800 short term rentals operating year-round in the entire County, 26
incidents in the last two years relating to "vacation rentals" is certainly not indicative of a major problem
with short-term rental operations. There is thus no need for strict regulation outside of the existing
general County regulations pertaining to noise, parking, and the like.
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Moreover, most of these 26 incidents do not even arise from the actual short-term rental of these homes.
Rather, the vast majority of these incidents simply involve short-term rental homes in a capacity
immaterial and irrelevant to the County's concerns with the short-term rental industry. A summary of
these 26 incident reports is as follows:

1. Februarv 9. 2017 Incident at Front Street. Leavenworth. WA: Out-of-town individual

involved in bar fight with local invited by Good Samaritan to stay in vacation rental
home after incident.

2. Mav 4. 2017 Incident at 9940 Saunders Road. Peshastin. WA: Neighbor of vacation
rental called police to report that a septic or water alarm was going off at the rental.

3. Mav 27. 2017 Incident at 12156 Shugart Flats Road. Plain. WA: Homeowner reported

suspicious vehicle parked on her property. Owner of vehicle showed up from a vacation
rental down the road and explained that she did not realize she had parked on private
property.

4. July 6. 2017 Incident at 914 Cone Road. Chelan. WA: Vehicle in driveway reported by
homeowner. Driver was looking for his vacation rental.

5. July 9. 2017 Incident at 101 E. Wooden Avenue. Chelan. WA: Allegedly fraudulent
payment was attempted to secure a vacation rental.

6. September 8.2017 Incident at 63 Balsam Drive. Chelan. WA: Tenants of vacation rental
violated multiple rules, upset neighbors, and were evicted.

7. September 9. 2017 Incident at 2525 Kinnikinnick Drive. Lake Wenatchee. WA:
Vacation rental burglarized and items stolen.

8. September 12. 2017 Incident at 9471 E. Leavenworth Road. Leavenworth. WA:
Individual staying at vacation rental reported suspicious truck drive up rental's
driveway.

9. October 1,2017 Incident at 3109 Chelan Boulevard. Manson. WA: Items reported stolen
from vacation rental homes.

10. October 14. 2017 Incident at 228 Chumstick Highway. CC3 Station 31. Leavenworth.

WA: Individual staying at vacation rental cited for driving under the influence.

11. November 17. 2017 Incident at 16965 River Road. Plain. WA: Fraudulent payment
detected from guest who booked vacation rental.

12. January 20. 2018 Incident at 20620 Haight Drive. Lake Wenatchee. WA: ADT security
alarm went off at vacation rental.
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13. January 24. 2018 Incident at 10300 Suncrest Drive. Leavenworth. WA: Vacation rental

has easement through neighbor's property to provide access, and neighbor posted "No
Parking" sign on the easement road. Sign was stolen.

14. April 27. 2018 Incident at 9485 E. Leavenworth Road. Leavenworth. WA: Vacation
rental illegally entered. No property stolen. Marijuana traces left behind.

15. Mav 31. 2018 Incident at 18195 W. Dardanells Road. Lake Wenatchee. WA: Vacation

rental burglarized and property stolen.

16. June 4. 2018 Incident at 25816 Bridle Lane. Plain. WA: Individuals at vacation rental

trespassed onto neighbor's property and used her fire pit.

17. June 17. 2018 Incident at 500 Block Manson Boulevard. Manson WA: Intoxicated

individual attending bachelor party at vacation rental was struck and killed by car driven
by intoxicated local man.

18. August 15, 2018 Incident at 12570 S. Lakeshore Road. Chelan. WA: Owner of vacation

rental found THC pills and marijuana in a bedroom drawer and asked the police to
dispose of the items.

19. September 8.2018 Incident at 6 Minneapolis Beach Road. Chelan. WA: Noise complaint
at vacation rental. No noise was observed by responding officer.

20. September 22. 2018 Incident at 182 Wapato Wav. Manson. WA: Altercation between
group staying at vacation rental and local intoxicated man who appeared to be the
aggressor.

21. October 11. 2018 Incident at 419 Cedar Street. Leavenworth. WA: Security camera
showed suspicious man coming from backyard of a vacation rental that was supposed to
be vacant.

22. November 29. 2018 Incident at 21201 Stetson Road. Plain. WA: Owner of vacation

rental informed police her rental had been advertised fraudulently on Craigslist by
someone who was not the true owner.

23. December 21. 2018 Incident at 3448 Hansel Lane. Peshastin. WA: Tenants at vacation

rental reported Peshastin man fired gun nearby.

24. March 26. 2019 Incident at 9284 Icicle Road. Leavenworth. WA: Suspicious man on
bicycle reported "prowling" outside of vacation rental.

25. April 5. 2019 Incident at 16750 Fir Drive. Lake Wenatchee. WA: Mistaken report of
breaking and entering into vacation rental.
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26. May 8. 2019 Incident at 8835 Icicle Road. Leavenworth. WA: Neighbor of owners of
vacation rental was reported as rude and harassing.

Of the 1,500-1,800 short-term rentals operating full-time in Chelan County (which, if we conservatively
assume rent out an average of 120 nights per year, equates to 180,000-216,000 rental nights per year,
and 360,000-432,000 nights over two years), there were only six incidents in the last two years which,
at first glance, implicate the concerns the County has identified in connection with the proposed short-
term rental regulations: the May 27, 2017; July 6, 2017; September 8, 2017; January 24, 2018; June 4,
2018; and September 8, 2018 incidents. Every other incident listed above has only a tenuous connection
with the short-term rental industry.

Of these six incidents, only two are legitimate problems stemming directly from the short-term rental of
a home: intentional trespass onto a neighbor's property (the June 4, 2018 incident) and eviction of
tenants for noise and rule-breaking (the September 8, 2017 incident). The other four concerned a lost
renter (the July 6, 2017 incident), mistaken parking on private property (the May 27, 2017 incident), a
stolen "No Parking" sign with no evidence to suggest it was a nearby renter (the January 24, 2018
incident), and an unverified noise complaint (the September 8, 2018 incident).

The fact that there were only two legitimate incidents revealed in a targeted records request to the
Sheriffs Office that are directly connected to the short-term rental industry in the last two years (again,
which equates to two incidents out of roughly 360,000-432,000 rental nights over two years)
demonstrates that stricter regulation is not required. Stricter regulations aimed at short-term rental
homes based solely on two incidents in two years would needlessly penalize the 1,500-1,800 short-term
rental homes operating year-round in Chelan County.

The extremely low amount of incidents directly connected to short-term rental homes evidences that
existing County regulations are sufficient to protect the County's legitimate interests. Two incidents in
two years is not evidence that the County's or the public's legitimate interests are in danger absent
stricter regulations. The fact is that no regulation will completely curb bad behavior, and the County's
existing regulations are more than sufficient to deal with those outlier issues.

Sincerely,

IICHELLE A. GREEN

MAG:cdl

Enclosures

cc: Daniel Eby, via email w/end.
Mr. Samuel A. Rodabough, via email w/ end.
Chelan County Commissioners, via email w/ end.


























































































































































